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And so, with this bow 
I have won the garte and 
taken the world cfaap fort- 
ship at diplomacy. Z an 
quite happy, as you night 
hinK- 7 ^njnyod beat- 
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^.w.t-r Archlvfis is periodic listing of tho? Diplomacy archives t>i" '..alter luchanan t }, 
•-•huion, Indiana 4^052, 'telephone (317) 4&2~2&£4j Archives Mrector, H>'Gti»yi a i'irector j-j" 
V- « I'^'Ioracv Association t and a wembe <• or l/.iiX ., ^Ince the archives is virtually coaplsu; 
U at learit xt.-rcz for*, bank to iy66 t the archives listing only appear quarterly, the 

I&st t^itv in Issue 35 , or a* further substantial additions axe acquired „ however, *dd \- 
ti-ji-s *.o the archives aw solicited, sither through originals, vtiieh are preferred v ot a 
io*t/s *o perwlt xeroxing . Al3*> c pes tas© fees will to paid for uuplic&tes so that they car 
U« -iadc aval la lie to others . {^jtv^ o riginal spares are now available, 'a he nair; purpose s-.f 
'•{coaler Archives, is to make available information from the archives w such *±s -Jiplonacy 
i-.'rticlsry . ",ame ncrfs^ etc t . , as well as 'to serve as a .nediuBi rot original articles, 
vhlci ;,z-e solicited,. 1o subscribe to Hooal er. Archives „ ssnrf one stamped, self - 
addressed Ujslr.ee;*. si at; envelope per issue „ l-'or Wok issues only a st&tfp ptir 
lesu* ii. neorttaarY, Ask for issue #40 to (*et a 11 .-it of ail articles through 
ivauo •<■>•? , >lf i.;- Allatross Praea publication >5* 

1K'*U 'iitS ARCHIVE.* M;.. 15 

•\f tev an absence of t#n issues s it is nice to have .lek 1 rooks lack ar^tru 'ihl-s tin--* 
•<.'• "•-'o*'-?. Sr.* to an i^terft^tin;; discussion of the different Uiplosstcy variants „ ..ayte * * 

.'^^.'ii-: tell how ,*et trie aost supply centers in a sin^-la .-^e year?! Did yor, t ou i-: 
J pIo/:oUa in 1970 AD whore he tank eicht of then &^ Austria if. l<- ! 09? 

v 'in.? v'ariarft - 

1 -.^).ruri- : laying ^iplo-iacy late- in 196 5.- I h&d joined the r.> tile At *w,rtl 0 < s " r< -.«■** 
-v hcL :«•••.•- fiction i nitres *s and J rifted into iNv Cia^er, iureau, ^ pich * co<.i\: .r-. i :• 
. 1 \rt^iftsv^! In ^iplaaaty, lot I did ordf:> -.^t or:-i co^.-j ■ATC'-Tr' «iti: 

. i^A^.t to tn r a ; r a~i^. lih .!Mi-t 01 ^ cz In t.'w ^ci. . i 

: -Vr.h^^W' ^Ca^^cc .. : A. lociation, a *"ac.'!»tc-faJv: was jut ^1 -t/'-t ^ ■,;':!;.., . 

. : .1 «:;•• .11^ i 1 ". • l«i*>-i." ( and s»sy ev,tly talents asserted Uv5-'.rii\v a •" ^w-i 
a. : a i :-.»•;•? 1 r. ' n -tliiancec ^.i lh \ ^c^©y (lank 3 t etane j itnd Lr^-.la?ui (Aiesl? . 
. ; ; ! t<j ;o S - r-lone, \li;<.\ i. rrjiaasvi loth rail 1901 and i-all rs»v?-f. wi {. r -»t. «> •. 1 

"1 * LvavUj 'i'.rKty aad 1 drei-- whii-^ /..lexis vXihf.rc'V over C*. ohalKt" 1 ':. ! = r-.Xi. 
i'Ui^.-v •• ,. ; . ' ji-avi-T-i'.- (.iuch 13- ihtf fickleness of JXr'fc ihinii hc^ -u :i- typin- "\r.-t I ! -«..••* 
' ■ t ' i:o '.-.a saved cor.njen Latere./ 

«p ix-. \\\ , X played in th*? Games lureau «ith two exc<iptic»n« r ''■ } 

■:r--^ ti "<■"* varia^i.} a;id Hod -all:?r"^ I9t«^ ( only vhird re^cuia? c^^e as oppc.'.r*c ;y 
-^.-i.ct;!--. „ hv?t 1 L :ct on tcp of U enough to try cur-other ^ajne,. Ci-3'X-6-..: vas ut>;i\ '„■■:*,. 

. s .ili' er nin»-:-<r«an fa.*?^ ^here the laxtary Coast «*nc' ^candanavia '.-jere- tht -i-strvs. c-auntri' : 
" won thic or:>? eventually V/y .first allying with (lanks .'.^lajiei and * -jrkzy [Alan liu:;' 

: n al?.yin,-? with Its-j'y ( ar,?Aret "•ewirnani ) « 'ihis was th>s ,:a*Te wher^ . ranee (^cr, . ilVirJ 
r-- !f :«? --'p vlth 3.n xr^y i:i i«r&la t 

tactic o: v ussia allying with loth Vurkoy and ^nrlarv.* anci t*jtin-' a losocr c-hii.ry 
?h<- ".pol 1 ^ on each front while ^'iininc on loth had proved to elevate ac? to & ^ri'^ct record .. 
»' f I n d ^ult then, I could have teen a Diploracy lecend ami an eldt^v statesnan co«najor.-tir, 
t'ror my exalted peak 0 iut I wa^ hooked and graVted onto as iaai\y ^mea ac X could hantJlt^ ii 

; rora herf, I tried almost every vai-lant that I could, (1 dislike econoi.de i-iploracy c ) 
^-i thir tine, i;on Miller ran alout every variant that he could find players for and po^tu- 

• tc.; and collected ones even wilder,, 1 have always teen mors interested in learning a i'jime 
.-,nJ v laying it onoit^J to grasp its potential than 1 have "been in playing one for extended 

y-TIOri£ Of 11*116, 

•' iller has set up a classification systen for varianiUi which i understand tot -«od 
aV.rer rill issue nuoters on from -c- r.r;. . randin, in T^i;ibUj 4 is doir^ a val«jatle s^-lco 



■ a i( ti. ££sr: ;>■"■ i-plit V;'.^i„u;.,i 1;;' '! r."t-> t*c , " >j X-^ t vo. ;.b tX>c t V ... • ■■• 

.'- j-'i"-;:: 1 I*--* t&ir:,-v^! 'f» ^vu; tHrts-M' '-'1 lu j;i ^i".rop';>i\rt ^^c;; a' ■ V; ; 

•"' *-.«v -:>i\h a r .tr*fV"4hrnfiv Ocnsaiiy inlc* a sau roux uf t.r>#> rir^t (y-iip, IV ■ /»**.*;:,■ # ,- " 

r' .'• -*- of U-.- iw-ri ar? <r;-;<ss««'J i*> variant lDoards,. 

r*vu.I&r 'Wa.T'd has: £.i3.ow<s-3 for acw ftxv:i rari^r u» c JAA, the Gasto o'" Arv r*/-/ , 
t/..-+. » * th >> players which rc-ally pvt. tht* c-n Oiploracy, 1 rtart»^ ■ *yvfi 

s;v •; , r „ vayre Hohe^jv^l ^-ana,;^! tfj set uf, aj-, aillanca between J pain, I ortv 7, , . a.-l. i i: • 
i -„-*-••* „ &ttf rari;.-.. Xarls and f re.-t %»«rc 1* -to after i I^.-i-un vhi 1*? ^>jn.in n..- . I •,;.*. 1 .v.. ..v. 
H .j.r,c! ( .-o;*.M tatf* the ;1« -Atlantic av^? fvu&.td ©\:r f Ian/. „ .-:i.^i n l.-"f*i,t<, ly. 

:d Hantrn; &rj* ur"**fhlf socially i-h^r, or rea-laes tJiat all fiv? .t-.r.. :t » 
Xx;-U /awe t;*;r "all!': wlpfrf. out, - pain iutf %n Wo years „ i> V. *o y ■ j 3 • . ■ 

^rrcvf ':" ." ;'Iay*,r.. to 1?. *"*'i wiin , -*id«?. i . ^epcc^&d ■afcnters ay nr. ./o"-^ 1 !!. . ■•- 

: i iv.i*> { v'.v £.r:y ^lay^r r-fachetf fiv*' cftn"*»r-j, isc Ivid ti.. uccbav !!■■?■•..■- r^.v> -* 

.. (A ''i\~c *,r ^■ie.c;^, ha^*- l«fr-. crO./ that X ■-v v ..- ■■^v,— -■ 

:---j f /:n . "a'.'vr -alii**," ut i ti^^j^uoji* alJ. c.^ve 1 . «o;j;jTsf.;r1 ^ vh^vn t)>*" G ",r^...' ■-■ j ; -:■ 

t w!>;;:c •.««'••«} ., Csrmr^/ I -'Cmr. i'rufij Uafi a t ;':fck ajui £Ot ux, t;> .li V; - 
a..-5 hAvi^s;". 1 l<i%h-~A.H (^) >A i nms-ia V« A. t . -'ai t -r?A.i the ri&at of "^irs;jacv' il *.v»i n - t 

1-";,.;, rji.n l&c-k ciomr w ^ hr«*-» or four- of us? had a loct*& aJliance tcr.^Uir.r,, ^31.^ r,e r.:v-^* ■ 
"v ;v>ve a^ts,, 'iurkoy with one unit had av:, rntch Ciia,nce oi^ c^ttia;; hi:: -a-'i^r- ^^.--r- 
i"envi.r.y '^ith elev«n c ^0 we tiry^^ht hia ir -%nci worked .^-Xn^-t Gcrra&ny,. Awotri^ ^•'.••j ' 
X ^1*1* -aro as the vecul te too uncertain and the #ane looked a.s tx t !t S"=^- --■ 

indefinitely^ I >?i»h I had notice ho« it can© nut* lfj«ro was a l&xce twcT>over o'.' ->..y6i-i- 
in .-virf: and r»ost of isy alllce had cLuopi-e*! >jcfo;- j - 1 fiid, 

wax? the Lebliiv^ variant with all neutrals arised and it w^tit -slower tha^ a ze^ia.^- 1 
•■ar: ; c ? I;CA wac a Cajfce of Anonyrdt.v whers the players were unknown to each irl'-\-?x homixiily 
taci/^r. riisuld shine, ICA was the year-at-a-tine variant, of liretick f s wher« a fla.'/^r wrvU 5 - 
^;.p -yarc-". (nor»-condi tlonal „ of csours:*) for a whole year and hoped that yo^ hadr^H cv*»rlooi< .r' 
anythin," , v.'S was tho : .Ta.*har»p liapoleoTdc j^ulehook variant ^-ith Gemany and Italy star*? 5 

;,JI ^bls a J'-3 ■■'ith :!.ilc Oavl Player r'eaturinf, the RaVu and the i- IjIs a si^-nrtfiiir^j 

■"■:?irany >r?twe;;n, Xi>is had the wc-tai. 1 .^---, 1 ?; of any thi«e-f-ian that two faoajj !.-p on on-*, 'ihe V-?-- 
cartas n wa*: only alloved to subr.it the ikrea players ' isoves whioh ditln 8 1 allow for 6.^ f-sctSo^..-- 
OiJi'.rr variants have concc-med ^nailer Rfxancea, such as tn© aprinf* mid which alltn v * 
33o>r«. of supply centsrs only occupied, on a sprint; »five v or allovlnj the to : ^.i^h 

winwt 1?0C bslldr, "by each player after ne^tiati*v^ 

first ?^c©..to--.fac^ ,rani.n^ started at Tri-.-tat»o Clolle^ 1° J&w>axy tf 19?l n »• ?tart.^ 
two f?«wen-ran .^anea tdth a ^i?ae yea? play fed out every uee»k c 'but one fvilay t?topp^!d aX-Uir 
rCsalr^ a few moves,, i-^ost of our face- 1<o->f ace canos were three, four t and five rmn aa r.ur- 
3-':MijIes didn"t allou all of us to £«t together at once, The oricinal rulclooic three na^. 
with ?Jn.ii.3.nd, France s and Germany ustially started with Gensany {jettinc a ftjst X&ari n li;-*.*, 
^tv^land and Xrance at least informally allied and tended to deadlock over the corpse of 
■jermany, 

* he rtalebook four nan seens weighted, in Italy's favor as Italy can concentrate on picking 
up Trieste and Vienna uhlle Germany is surrounded an enharrassment of riches, Gerniany 
doesn't dare go full out over Srieate and Vienna with Holland, Dennark, lel^un and owed en 
open. If Germany doe© go after Italy, he usually cets gutted trance and &n£land 0 Xf he 
allies with Italy, ha hears the brunt of the English-French attack,, If ho allies with En^l^nd 
or France arainst the other, Italy usually picks up the pieces,, A three- ran alliance 5<5ainst 
Italy doesn't tend to hold together as Germany gains the lion's share of the spoils and 
.-'ranee and England tend to tackle Germany as soon as Italy is on the ropes, 

he developed an interesting three-man game In which Austria, Germny, and Kussia fs,ce 
each other, All of England, i ,, rance 6 and lurkey were off limits, v;e first tried making iior- 
way a non- supply center space with Venice the only Italian center, hut it ciade Austria too 
powerful, so all of Italy was off-limits, Tunis and Bulgaria (the Llack iiea was connected 
to the Aegean 3ea) as well as ielgium were omitted* The North Sea connected to th«* Ionian 
and fanned the Units of the playing area,. 



iV.^f t 1a, *^ f! -«'t "*v wi. 1j l":;c*~ a i.var i ■t.M-. W • ; ' ** : . ' -r::\U - ,. ~ . ; 

"1U t-- '. ; (* '1 i m" i(C-f^y ;'..:c--'.,. •■;''. ,ft . an. v.'; u i'..: ■ : :.- v 

■. x ■;-.■■> j , 1 -:• : \ ", ^t/fcahly try onlv ^ • ' •' V*- vU.'- r. Uv> t. ).:■■: i. U v. .at - :•• y 

f<?ur*-::*.r oe-J 'J*-i£ioci- .;-o. -u<; . v.to i. ^ -v*-,.? to t>'<--. c^acli. -Jo" *.<-.. :. 
v^, s ;a ?,t Isas't fiw; ^l^ysio,, t;<*ver; seeris U> U: ai»">*. ths Uv--i and r.in/: •■ .... ': > "■' 

•■•tth » •."•-:ch revise board, -he pttttittc tuo weaJ: yoiwlri a?" o-> the friiv;ee c.l" t'v- •'>-..?•. r. 
••.rv* +. c :Mj i;h, Eleven aouiO i* :-r>* f;r<^ti/v . wit I kno<; of no vajia.nl vl.-- *. -* ; 
X uo»»ld Ilk* 1 another ~o at the i? or >Vnar <.<&nee, ^ow.^ 

.'o-'-f; of Uiii '•aria.nt loarcitf can load to irfteor^^isv; js.r,wvs, •.' , :.."■<■ 

v^rmM" ..^.irv thr. same board bxsft^ on 'iolfceln 0 s i ifcvvirU. * i u . t: t r,t\s 1 ■ • 1 • -<v- 

tv,., the* •-'orld with »' onlor .-greatly ■.;lt^?v;th^n«ti over toe ..'irst <*, *v •;>'•• 

•/%.*:rf\h; .^tcond A^e and uses* a teard q>it* ''ili'fcrtmt iror the others. 

( ; yti-ionac^ ^««. a totally synthetl<5 texd .-^w> a»te3 iwi-Htlt!.-; In 5; .»*.-- '; - 
V-,' ta-'.c i-a-^hl fict45« w^p 8 It played a pretty clee*r-t ca&:.? s its* boarci v.a^> v»?lit y -i .-■ . 
Shaped s-ca In th<? pilddX* an<! had 1tsre« continent-,... an.i *vo islcndc^ Cr>o f*cw^-r '^w: k '»v c 
or. two oe-ntlnen'ts vhile another had th« eiaallest continent to i.ts*li. 0 

;< Zl ( ^cotttt'nacy i ha4 England the most powerful couutsty with 1«h^ ola^i of J .^vtVu". ? rv.v: ,• 
t.hj»5 r caters lnteriain3l«dr Enelsnd (lanks Catana) ml t?ie -:-t«warts (wytseli }„ •-•^..irA - • .i: • 
"h;t ond of five centere in southern Jootlaxvi 9 got together and .-copp**) up the t.-^-a., 

CAA (Indias-jorawy) had a toard of North America and f*at«ired tho indlar „ 1 v'b*. ■' 
Ui« Lr*qupt^ and was fortunate enough 1>o have a relatively isolated power so tia! ; .**:•*:'..•••«' 
r«o ^riinf- allianet* all pine. This did away with all need for diplomacy and * *^-».1oy*"ni nv- 
X w.-r, do'-ffi to the wire facing the Shoahonl (Don ;:iller). Aruelivjly e:v> ^i. t ':^\'lir^', <vi;'. ■ 
C1.Q.:k and : "iller waft C.:: "fcy now„ I knew hi© style well enough so that there re frict.l-- 
Howevfrr. In loth g^peo, once I°d worked natters to a ono-on-one, X»n asnaicftd to ^i^M. V^^. . 
lc»3t ♦hj.-rn "ioth u 

^on Millar also G.-ed a ree',^^ ^a? variant vht;re sach placer could at ihe am or" i&s 
Utik «r separate tvo ;jaJ.3;3 of provinces,, Ti-.ese would hold until another player --h^.-: 
tit*«, 'ihere was also a tvo-earth game played on two naps wher*? i" ; s,rlT. I t?as liiwoo u. j^i: 
^ II ufTl as its surroundlnc c^r.xers on Europe I 6 

'\hti y'oundatlon Came) was Uised on Isaac Aaiotov's r'^unaati rr: Joriv:- (--ir.^-T *>f 
*m:3*tic* fiction Hugo award for Sreet all-'tiiae series), r jhe tmxd atrletly ^.yr. '^^ t -;-t 

ou:viatir^ ct-rlos covered nost of our ealaxy ffros rin (TerrJLnue r tnei.l«::TtaIJy,; : 
. rt . '.:-limus."?r developei the* toard, but I'm indebted to toi-ks *>lan# frr ,".lvin;: ric a j, ->.~-r,y 
t.n&t hi? -ir«v iip f , ihe board (don't panic) is formed of three-diffeniional r^-y.'-^'^ -vo 
^ 1> fv^tor supply centers and spaces at the v«rticas r Vht; "board t^->- ..'l^p;ru.i/..-A"- 

~v>.;{^oaI oiiaoi3caw3 t^ represent the five interconnected jolyhedm, *ach of tr.e r^lrH/'-:."- 
eot'ld r-'Tit^ two hypersjsace linkage order© with spring and fall mows that coul-' or.ly ••^.■-■^ 
ty the :.-":rson who 'irote then up and only last t-hrouch th© next iaovenent Gea.^on,. ih r ? or.Xy 
>srtlts f-;«»r*' fleets • 

T;u^ has been the »oet tactically complex variant that Vv& played in and I lil^.^ it 
the li©st despite loosi^i it on the last move (I was younc and trusting;), X an definitely 
hoidna for another same when Don idller sets around to it f , It has teen the only ga?5e tet I 
m^v?tted its "beinc over and wanted to play in longer, uith no3t„ it B a a relief to ^a-t tVc 
ovfer t?ith ; , 

Ihe tactical possibilities of Diplomacy are too United, Lee Henderson and I axe vcM ~ 
ins; on a gaaae (actually four at the moment, tut with similar rules) that will coctir^ fb*i 
stratef^c and tactical advantages of an Avalon Hill type board and unit, with the nulti- 
player, lack of dice flipping, and simultaneous noves advantages of Diplomacy „ Instead of 
having specified areas of control, I favor a parameter game where all players come on fron 
off the "hoard. This way, the number of players can change without modifying the hoard., ihis 
is, to ray vsy of thinking, a way of provinding a tetter balance of diplomacy and strategy. 

It's time the variants stopped teing the poor relations of Diplooacy. I have a &x«at 
v«; ? of respect for Allan Calhaner'a designing ability hut I seriously doubt that his con- 
^ ceptn can*t be improved upon. The weakness of Italy, the defensive strength of Turkey the 
expansive potential of Russia, the convoying strength of England, the vulnerability of Aus- 
tria are all i»telances a Probably all imbalances will be impossible to remove without a 
cloyir.g symmetry that would leave one country in exactly the same position as another. Im- 
provement is possible, Lefs get on with it. 



